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Chattanooga, TN – There were over 7,000 children in the foster care system across the state of Tennessee in 2009; most of which are there due to parental abuse or neglect. Partnership Foster Family Services is hosting two events to recruit and train foster parents to provide loving homes for these at-risk youth. Partnership invites those in the community who have ever considered becoming a foster parent to attend and learn more about the vital role they can play as a foster parent. 

An informative open house event will be held on Saturday, January 29th from 9 – 11 a.m. at 1800 McCallie Avenue. Youth Services staff will be available to explain the roles and responsibilities of foster parents, offer guidance in the decision to foster, and answer questions. 
In addition to the open house, a free PATH (Parents as Tender Healers) training series begins February 12. The training is a required step in becoming a foster parent. Partnership’s Foster Family Services is offering the series to help prospective foster parents decide whether providing foster, adoptive or kinship care to children is appropriate for them.  PATH is a practice-based orientation package and is based on the belief that children grow and develop better in families, where they can build lasting relationships. The series is offered at no charge and only requires pre-registration. 
“Foster parenting is a key component of success for children in the child welfare system”, says Jack Parks, Director of Partnership Youth Services. “Foster parents bring much needed stability to the lives of our youth in care. Their success is dependent on placement with loving homes, which is why we are always seeking new foster parents to join our Partnership family. We want our youth to succeed.”
For more information and to register, contact Tina Fielder-Gibson, Foster Parent Recruiter-Trainer, at (423) 755-2724, by email at tgibson@partnershipfca.com, or visit www.partnershipfca.com/fosterfamilies. 

Foster families ensure the safety and well being of children by providing a safe temporary home for those that have been abused or neglected and are unable to live in their own homes. Partnership’s Youth Services staff maintain a close relationship with the foster family and provide ongoing support, regular interaction with caseworkers and 24/7 emergency response. Support groups are also available to discuss the various situations and topics that arise with caring for foster children.
###
About Partnership: Partnership is a community impact agency that has been empowering people to build better lives through counseling, crisis intervention, prevention and education programs for over 130 years. Last year, our services touched the lives of over 74,000 people in Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama. Partnership is a United Way Member Agency and is accredited by the National Council on Accreditation.
