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“We Speak”

Talking windows

he next time you're in
downtown Chattanooga. ..

Walk to the corner of Georgia
Ave. and Patten Parkway, across the
street from the former Ross Hotel.

Stop.
Look up.

Now;, “listen” to the voices of fifty
teens with something to say.

Each window contains a statement
by one of fifty teen artists from the
Partnership, Chambliss Shelter and
CADAS. Each teen completed the
phrase,“I 7 with a personal verb
of choice and then (with the help of a
mirror and a paintbrush) painted mouth
and phrase on a banner now adorning
windows of the former Ross Hotel.
When hung together, the banners create
a building which “speaks” words of
empowerment to every passerby who
takes the time to look —and listen.

Sponsors of the project include
Mark Making, a new non-profit seeking

Another reason to be glad
there is a Partnership. ..

arrie McCurdy and her

husband were out of work.

With three little ones and no
paycheck, they struggled to pay their
bills and had called the United Way’s
211 helpline several times. Because they
lived in East Lake, they were referred to
the United Way/Partnership “Building
Stable Lives” (BSL) initiative, established
to assist troubled Eeast Lake residents
by addressing the underlying causes
preventing them from moving forward.

One of Carrie’s key problems was

her lack of a high school diploma. With

support from BSL case manager Raquel
Hidaldo, Carrie enrolled in GED classes,
earned her GED in just a few months,
and is now registered to begin Fall
classes at Chattanooga State.

With a stable job at Good Will and
about to begin her college classes, Carrie
has earned a much-deserved salute from
Hidalgo, who says, “She has been
proactive in building a better life for
herself. 7hat’s ultimately what has made
her so successful in such a short time.
We are very proud of Carrie.”

to enhance our community through the
creation of public art projects, Ross
Hotel owner Selma Cash Paty; vinyl
canvas supplier Paragon Printing, and
Wise Construction, whose workers
installed the banners. Thanks to each
and every one, and very special thanks
to the art teachers who facilitated the
project: Carla Guerra, Lawrence Mathis,
Frances McDonald, John McLeod, Jas
Milam and Dennis Palmer.

Graduate Carrie McCurdy



Deaf students and future social workers are. . .

Getting ready for tomorrow

Sharon Bryant, event organizer, is
Getting —and holding —a job is already planning next year’s
Deaf Career Day. To learn more,
contact Bryant at 423-697-
3847, ext 144 or at sbryant@

partnershipfca.com.

hard these days; if you're deaf or hard
of hearing, it’s even harder. In order to
make it easier for hearing disabled High
School students to find employment

after graduation,
Partnership’s Services to r LS o
the Deaf/Hard of Hearing

recently hosted “Deaf

) Tony Heeb tells his
Career Day” helping

story at deaf career day.
nearly 80 hearing-impaired
high school students

and others from the UTC intern Alana Deyo wrote, “During
deaf and deaf services

my ...stay with them, I saw relationships

communities-at-large learn characterized by trust, kindness and

from a panel of six deaf appreciativeness.... The experiences I

employees speak about their workplace have gained in this practicum ...have

experiences at area businesses. better prepared me for any social

Partnership programs often prove to

the panelists sharec aclvice be the deciding factor convincing interns services setting that [ choose.”
about job readiness and etiquette 8 8

and answered questions about their in the Human Services that they have

. . . hosen the right career. The interns’
diverse experiences, frustrations chosen the right caree ¢ Interns

and satisfactions, emphasizing that on-the-job experiences with Partnership
persons with disabilities must know programs, whether for 40 hours or

their workplace rights, seek the two full semesters, often provide these

accommodations to which they're undergraduate and graduate students
entitled and, if those rights are violated, with some of their most valuable

file complaints, learning experiences.

Pleased with participants’ positive Of her practicum experience with

responses, Deaf Services Job Counselor the Partnership’s Homemaker Services,

If you’d like to belp...

Hotline volunteers are often the first point of contact for victims of abuse

seeking help. These volunteers receive extensive training before answering

their first call. Partnership Volunteer Coordinator Rosemary Miller announces ‘

that training for this essential volunteer role will begin in September. For more

information, contact Miller at 697-3830 or at rmiller@partnershipfca.com.
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Wishful thinking. .

ecause dollars are short and needs, long, wishes are plentiful and donated items appreciated more than ever. We asked all

Partnership program staff to tell us their wishes and have printed many of their responses here. If you see something on the

list that you can provide, or if you have something that’s not on the list but that you think might be needed, contact Holly

Ashley (697-3829; hashley(@partnershipfca.com).
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Cleaning equipment:

Rug shampooer

Vacuum cleaners

Mops, brooms, dust pans

Laundry and cleaning supplies
(must contain no bleach)

Stacking washer and dryer

Dishwashing liquid

Household items:
Restaurant-style can openers
Irons and ironing boards
Wall shelving

Gently used furniture:

(Chairs, sofa, tables, lamps, etc)
Twin sheets/pillow cases/blankets
Towels and washcloths
Food storage baggies
Aluminum foil, plastic wrap
Bake ware
Paper goods
Pots and pans
Dishcloths and sponges

Toiletries:
Toothbrushes/toothpaste
Hairbrushes/combs
Razors/shaving cream
Lotions

Hair driers

Diapers (children and adults)
Baby wipes

Clothing

(children and adults):
Underwear

White socks

Shoes

Purses

Food:

Coffee and supplies
Nutritional snacks

Canned fruits and vegetables
Ensure/Boost supplements

Other needs:

T

Equipment:
Computers/monitors/printers
Scanner

Small (room) refrigerators
Camping gear

TVs and DVD players

Office supplies

Small calculators

Display board

Gas leaf blower

Hand tools

Weed eater

18 volt power drills

6 or 8 foot ladder

Almost “good-as-new” office
furniture, including file cabinets

Sports and game
equipment:

Balls (soccer, basket and footballs)
Video game systems and games
Ping Pong, Foosball/Air Hockey table

Tickets for games, shows, museums, etc. ® Vouchers for gasoline ® Greeting Cards

Volunteers, including: ¢ Office/clerical workers ® IT specialists ® Youth mentors ® Hotline responders

Visit us on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn too!
Call (423) 697-3829 to become an ePartner and receive
monthly news and event updates in your inbox!



Mark your calendars now for

Nutcracker Sweets 2009

a sweet treat for the entire family
December 8, 2009
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Feed your family
and the Partnership

Again this year, you can earn money for the Partnership simply by shopping at any BI-LO
with your BONUSCARD. To enroll, just present one of these enrollment cards to the
cashier, along with your BONUSCARD. After this one-time-only scan, the Partnership will
receive one percent of your purchase amount, every time you shop! And please give the

extra enrollment cards to family and friends, so that they can help us raise money, too!
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